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JORDAN IS A RIVER - NOT A
T R eton ot
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Our efAMination will show
that the mother of the State was
the everlasfi hope and yearning
of the Jewl" people for redemp-
tion from ¢x!le; and its father -
the urgent #¢¢d to Rave the Jewish
people frof Physical and spirit-
ual annthil€lon. And with all dye
respect tothis father - It 1s a
good thing that with us 1t Is the
mother whe counts most.

By anaogy, the Identity of
Jordan, or A It was called und]
twenty year ago “the Hashemite
mnm',muh that its mother
was an , ownerless
land, withost people or heritage
Its father Was an Imperialism
that happened to cast Its seed
about at random, almost by an
act of artificial insemination,

It might be worth while ponder-
ing this phenomenon at a time
when this bistard state Is In a
condition of turmotl and uproar,
with many cutsiders atirring up
internal anarchy, when all thatls
left 18 the vestige of a half-
Bedouln hal' British-made king
and a welter of Syrian, Iraqi,and
Pakistan! troope, and dozens of
terrorist c-ganisations, when
many coveto s eyes are directed
at It for the r multifarious pur-
poses -~ an! it sdll has not
managed to ‘roduce a nation or
in fact anythirg since its bastard
birth. For o r interest, is much
more far-re: :hing than the inter-
est we righty rake in all our
neighbours.
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There nevir was a state or a
country by iie name of Jordan,
nor a people aor nation by that
name. Jordar is the name of a
river, a river whose size is tofally
disproportioiste to its fame.

Yet It bas certain character-
istics of Its wn ~ some ultra-
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apread far and wide, had It not
been for us and our connection
with this land,

There are politiclans who think
that pragmatism is the be all
and end all, that one should heed
neither history nor faith nor
Ideals. They speak about the
Kingdom of Jordan as something
substantial, a factor to be taken
Into account by them and the
State of Israel. This approach
might be right for every other
place in the world, but it does
not apply to this country.

Here, there can be no prag-
matism that goes against history.
This would be as much of an
impossibility as that the Jordan
should flow back from the Dead
Sea up to Mount Hermon. There
is no power in the world that can
turn the Jewish people back from
its course. Nor can the Arab in-
habitants on both baiiks of the
Jordan be turned into a new
“Jordanian™ nation.

AN ARTIFACT

One can have no quarrel with
the younger generation that was
born to today's map and accepts
the state of Jordan as an exist-
ing fact. These youngsters have
no reason to doubt that there is
some ethnic, national, historical
and cultural reality behind this
concept. After all, they hear
about many new countries that are
springing up in Africa these days,
and though even about them the
last word has probably not yet
been spoken, they usually do stand
for some tribal reality. In Jordan
there is not even that. Theentire
state of Jordan is a product of
accident and connivance,

and
Idiosyncrasic:. 'There hardly {s
another river thatcofls and twists
and circumymbulates like the
Ing a course al-
dering and cir-
cultous a8 Mat of the Jewish
people. From the peaks of the
Hermon down to the Dead Sea,
the lowest spot on earth, the
distance it has to cover Is only
87 miles, but it makes this way*
in 155 miles, almost twice the
actual stretch. It meets many
adventures and obstacles along
its course. The swamps of the
Huleh are muddy, but what does
a liele dirt marter to the chief
river of the Holy Land? Then
comes something more pleasant -
the Lake of Kinneret, called after
the Hebrew KINNOR, the soothing
harp In whoseshape It is moulded.
The temptation to succumb to Its
charms and become drowsy with
pleasure 18 great, but the Keeper
of Israel knows no sleep and
neither does the River Jordan,
Strengthened by Its brief respite
It goes on to resume Its task,
telling us, 3 it were, that even
when everything s quict on the
surface, deep below the people of
laracl never ceases to rumble,
a8 the Jordan waters never cease
to flow. And then come the basalt
rocks, the Jungle and the desert
that have to be traversed In order
finally to end in that Sea which
may be called Dead, byt con-
stitutes one of the richest mineral
treasures on earth. There may
be no fish but what the people of
Israel are already getting from it
today when only a small part of
its wealth |4 belng extracted, is
enough to revitalise many a plece
of land and feed many a mouth,

Yet it I8 not its physical
singularity that has given our

* Jordan Its historic renown, but

all thathas "aPpened on its waters
and shores. A1l the many natural
and superritural events thae it
+ hao witnes*®d. For It has seen
much n 8 long life: Many
Imperial o'Mies have marched
across It along It. But the
. imprine ey left was far leas
than thar *f Jacob, crossing it
With hia €k, that of Joshua,
leading th¢ people of lsrael
acrose ¢ M dry land, and that
of David "0 again recrossed It
on his way © the eastern bank -
David who™ othera hold holy
only becau:® he has become holy
to us, ap’ Whose name would
never haye Feached the corners
of the eart” UNless we had revived
his Kingdao™ here. Nor would
. the name °f this country have

In 1924 the river Jordan

the ad ative boun-

dary between the two parts of

the Land of Israel, and the Jew's

authority to build anational home

was xpsixicted to the West Dank.

Subs: ely, Abdulul;‘,' by the

grace of the British, was made

king of the bedouln tribes roam-
ing that area.

But not only under the aus-
pices of the British. Indirectly,
he also ruled by the grace of the
Jews. For In our eagerness to
find “good” Arabs who would
consent to the realisation of the
Zlonist Ideal we sought out this
Abdullah, a man who had no
followers among the local Arabs
exd who would not have been
there at all, and certainly not
as a king, had it not been for
the British. While Britain was
our misplaced love. Abdullahand
his kingdom were our misplaced

. hope. For the sake of this hope
we neglected natural potential
allies among the national and
religious minorities - the Kurds,
the Maronnites and the Druze,
who are all suffering from Arab
oppression.

But If, in 1948, the first year
of our statehood, we had at least
seen to Itthat this foreign dynasty
on the other side of the Jordan,
ghould stay In Trans-Jordan!
From the military point of view
there was nothing to stopus from
getting as far as the Jordan and
dealing with Shechem (Nablus)
and Hebron In the same way as
we dealt with Lydda and Ramle.

It was our unhappy love that
betrayed us. And at a meeting in
Jericho, of all places, we aban-
doned the entire central part of
Cis-Jordan to Abdullah's rule.

Yet all to no purpose. for in
the Western territories too, the
Hashemites never managed toset
up a natlon, a culture or a state
worthy of the name. There Is no
comparison between whatwe have
accomplished In the past twenty
years and what they have done.

Abdullah was assassinated, his
son Tallal was declared insane
and so his grandson Husselin came
to the throne, And again we
belleved that he was the one
good Arab ruler, the one who
would be our ally. What forlorn
hopes!  Dashed to the ground
when In 1967 he opened fire and
Issued orders tokill and destrov-
women, children, old and young.

Now he s fighting for his
throne and for his state, which
can have no future because Ithas
no past, whichhas no justification
because It fllls no need, not being
a viable entity In anv gense of the
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word. Saudia, Iraq and Syria all
regard it as part of their own
territories. Yasser Arafat’s ter-
rorists regard it as the br!
head for the annihilation of Israel.
And we?

SITTING ON THE FENCE

We have the historic memoty
of the land of Reuben and Gad
and half the tribe of Manasse, of
the land of David and the Hasmon~
eans; we have a Divine promise
and the temporal promise made
by the fifty-two nations who
ratified the Balfour Declaration
according to which Trans-Jordan
Is part of the Jewish homeland;
we have the recent memory of
the lands bought there by the
Zlonist Organisation right down
to the thirties (the Rothschilds
held lands in the Horan, Ussishkin
bought lands In Moab). And in
view of all this, arewe still going
to sit on the fence, in passive
expectation of the events that may
take place there?

We made two glaring mistakes
in the Six-Day War: We did not
take Aqaba, whichcould have been
done, hardly firing a shot, so as
to sever all contact between the
“Kingdom” of Jordan and Egypt
and cuming off all military
supplies. This would haveforced
the Hashemite ruler either to
negotiate for peace or to close
shop. And then we failed to
take the Gilead heights together
with the Golan, so thatthe settle-
ments in the Jordan Valley might
be removed from the firing line.

Jordan was always a western
protectorate, first British and
then American. It was these
western powers who always pre-
vented. us from dolng what was
called for. In 1956, during. the
Sinal campaign, our forces had
already penetrated into the
Hebron mountains and crossed
the borders in Jerusalem but a
British ultimatum checked their

advance. To thisday the Western

powers regard Jordan as theirs,,
a private possessionwhich Israel
must nottouch. YetJordan hardly
is sacrosanct. What happened
in Libya is also likely to happen
there, with the only difference
that while Libya is far off, Jordan
is as close ascan be. When over-
night the “good” Hussein wene
over to Nasser's camp and joined
in the “‘good"" fightfor our annihi-
lation, the West did not stand in
his way.

APREDIETION
Do we need much imagination
to predict what will happen to us
if the Iragis, the Syrians, the
uliwipﬁnm or Arafat's terrorists
€ over and line up against us
along the Jordan?

It 15 our duty to Intervene, so
that justice may be done to us
and to others. The map of the
Middle East mustbe revised
through the emergence of natural,
national states. The artifact of
Jordan Is nearing its natural end.
The fate of this territory must
be our primary concern. Even
without any reference to historic
rights and Biblical promises -
Agaba and Gilead are vital neces-
sitles.  And in taking them no
viclence will be done to any
existing nation; the political sov-
ereignty of these territories has
already been Infringed upon - by
our worst enemies. If Canada
were about to disintegrate and
the Russlans were going to take
over, would the United States have
a single moment’s hesitation?
Hardly. For this Is nolonger the
same case as Viemam.

The Jordan as a borderline?
That might be concelvable in the
event of a real peace with a real
state, a civilised state. In the
absence of such the only true
border can be the desert - a
fact already recognised in ancient
times when, like now, Trans-
Jordan was the invasion route of
savage nomadic tribes out to
despoil the settled land. Nostate
and no nadon was ever’ founded
there, not In Biblical times and
not in our own era, and this was
hardly an accident.

The battle for the succession
is brewing. And let it be remem-
bered: The Jordan — as every
decent encyclopaedia, Judaica
and Britannica, will tell us — is
the main river that flows through
the middle of Palestine — the
Land of Israel.



