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30 Abarbanel Street
Jerusalem, Israel
June 29, 1975
Express

The Editor,
THE TIMES,
London.

Sir,

As a member of the High Command of Lehi, the Fighters for the
Freedom of Israel, i.e.,, as one of the three men [who] were
responsible for the decision to shoot Lord Moyne in 1944, I take
the liberty to reply to the voices of criticism — and of official

protest — against the Government of Israel, for according a military
funeral to Eliahu Beit-Zuri and Eliahu Hakim, who slew Lord
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Moyne and were, due to the exercise of heavy pressure from

London, executed in Cairo in 1945.

1. First, a word to British Jewry, whose official and unofficial

leadership has seen fit to express their resentment, and even to
marshal Jewish Ethics in support of their stand. They, as well as
every British Bible-lover, should remember that it was the Bible
which served as our example and guide in the act. Has it been
forgotten that in the self-same Egypt in which the two Lehi
members wrought political vengeance on Lord Moyne, Israel’s
greatest prophet, Moses, perpetrated the first act of personal-
terror, in killing the Egyptian oppressor of the Jews? Moses
carried out this deed, not on Divine orders, and yet prior to his
selection by God as the Redeemer of Isracl. One can only
assume that it was this act which qualified Moses as the
liberator of the People of Israel: Moses thereby demonstrated
his love of his People, as well as his sense of justice and
personal courage. He was not branded a “murderer”, of course,
though most likely there were in the Egypt of those days some
Jews, slaves at heart, who deplored the deed.!

. Lord Moyne was picked as the target because he was the highest-
ranking member — in the Middle East — of the British
Administration ~ which  exerted every possible effort,
notwithstanding and even at the expense of the War Effort
against Germany and Italy, fully to implement the infamous
White Paper which embodied the murderous “laws” enacted by
the British against the Jewish nation, in the darkest days of our
history. This White Paper turned black, and then red with our
blood, for in accordance with its provisions, the gates of
Palestine were barred to refugees from the Holocaust which was
raging in Europe. Were it not for the White Paper policy,
hundreds of thousands — perhaps millions — would have been
saved from extermination. Where? In the Land of Israel, which
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was Promised to the People of Israel even before Balfour and by
an authority higher than Balfour. It was this policy of yours
which Lord Moyne ruthlessly enforced even before he was
despatched to Cairo, in his capacity as Colonial Secretary. He
bore the responsibility — inter alia — for the sinking of the
“Struma”, a refugee-laden boat which was refused haven in
Haifa,! and for the expulsion of thousands of other refugees. Did
not this in itself warrant his execution as a worthy collaborator of
Hitler, as far as the killing of Jews was concerned?

. The Palestine Police, who were subordinate to Lord Moyne’s
Colonial Office, murdered — among others — the Commander of
Lehi, Abraham Stern. He was captured, but no one troubled to
indict or try him. He was handcuffed and shot in cold blood.
Nor was this an isolated case. And if it should be argued that
Stern led a fighting underground which attacked you, what then
was the crime committed against you and Lord Moyne by
women and children who were fired upon on-board refugee-
ships, or who burned to death or drowned only because the
noble Lord refused to open the gates of Palestine to them? It
would be most instructive, I am sure, to many Englishmen, to
read the speeches of Lord Moyne in the House of Lords against
Jews generally, in which he questioned their nationhood, and
suggested that they be concentrated in Madagascar...

. Moreover, in what way are our fighters less worthy than others
who have fought you, their British masters, and killed many more
of you than the Jewish underground? Is not Jomo Kenyatta
royally welcomed by your Queen, despite his having headed the
notorious Mau-Mau whose members slaughtered so many
Englishmen? Have not the Irish rebels of yesteryear obtained
your friendship and respect? And only Jewish freedom fighters
are undeserving of the honour, even by their fellow-Jews (we do
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not want recognition from you) for whose sake and for the
rebirth of whose State they gave their lives!

What was it that Eliahu Beit-Zuri said, as he stood trial in Egypt in
1944, in a2 manner which earned him world-wide admiration, about
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyder!

Evidently, the humiliation now being heaped on Britain by Idi
Amin is very well-deserved.?

Yours faithfully,

Dr. Israel Eldad-Scheib
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